
Your new 2009 -2010 PTSO officers are  

Gerard Oliveira -President , Don Harris -Vice President, Cheryl 

Probert -Secretary, Kim Clemmons ñBack-Up Secretary &  Jeff 

Mills -Treasurer.  

Thank you to everyone, we could not be as successful without 

each of you. Hopefully we will  see everyone at the next PTSO 

Meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at the Academy beginning 

at 6:00pm.  
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We Refuse To Accept Mediocrity!  

API Score  

The API is a single number, ranging from a low of 200 to a high of 

1000, that reflects a schoolôs performance level, based on the results 

of statewide testing. Its purpose is to measure the academic perform-

ance and growth of schools.  

The API is calculated by converting a studentôs performance on state-

wide assessments across multiple content areas into points on the 

API scale. These points are then averaged across all students and all 

tests. The result is the API.  

The State of California's goal is for all schools to reach a score of 800 

or above. Eastern Sierra Academy achieved  an API score of 866. 

Congratulations to everyone.  

If you would like to see the results for all the ESUSD schools, feel free 
to go to http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apireports.asp. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apireports.asp
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Lionõs Club Dinner 

Thank you to everyone who pulled to-

gether to help out at the September 

Lionõs Club Dinner. It was a great team 

effort by parents, staff & students. Hope-

fully next time we can get a little more 

student participation to make everyoneõs 

work load a little lighter.  Some of the 

Lions members were still complementing 

the dinner at the golf tournament.  

Thursday, October 15, 2009 our school has the awesome opportunity to visit the Yosemite valley, 

hosted by Jeanne & Michael Adams. The dayõs schedule is evolving, however the Adamõs Family has 

invited us to tour the Ansel Adams Gallery and Visitor Center. Mrs. Adams is working on solidify-

ing a few more activities with the National Park Services, and we will have more information to 

follow. Michael Adams will lead a Glacier Point hike. After the days activities the Adams Family has 

graciously invited us to their cabin òBlack Oakó in Yosemite West for a barbecue dinner at 5:00pm.  

Students will need to be dressed appropriately for a full day of outdoor fun including a jacket for 

the evening also please make sure you have a good sack lunch.  We will be traveling by excursions, 

however, we will need a couple of parent volunteers to help transport people, if you are interested 

in driving and have a DMV form filled out from last year please call the school.  

Golf  Tournament  

The second annual ESA Golf Tournament was a big success. We would like to thank 

everyone who was involved from the hole sponsors, raffle gift sponsors, players and 

the volunteers. A great time was had by all and we hope that this is a yearly event 

we can continue to host. There should be a full accounting of the money raised at 

the up coming PTSO meeting.  

If you would like to review the re-

sults of the Eastern Sierra Academy 

district wide survey,  please go to 

www.esusd.org website.  

Yosemite Trip 



òDrive Inó Movie Night 

The ASB will host a òdrive inó movie night on Friday, October 2, 

2009. Bring your lawn chair and a blanket . ASB will be showing 

X-Men Origins: Wolverine  rated PG13. The plan is to project this 

movie on a white sheet on the side of the ESA science room. This night of fun 

will start at 7:00 pm but get here a little early to get a good seat. The ASB will 

be providing snacks too! 

Parents, 

 
Congratulations Eastern Sierra Academy staff, students, and parents! For the 

ninth time in the past ten years, our schoolõs API state ranking was above 800, 

this year at  866. The API is a single number, ranging from a low of 200 to a 

high of 1000, which reflects a schoolõs performance level, based on the results 

of statewide testing. Its purpose is to measure the academic performance and growth of 

schools. The statewide target for all schools is 800. Although I am proud of our accomplish-

ments, we should not be happy until each child is performing at the proficient or advanced 

level. So, we still have work to do, not to maintain, but to improve. There are specific areas 

we have targeted for our improvement. Our success does not just happen. It occurs 

through everyoneõs effort and all working together for the success of our children.  

 

In order for students to make good judgments about life, they need to be sober and drug 

free. This doesnõt happen if they are under the influence of a controlled substance. For stu-

dents involved in school activities, like sports at other schools or ASB and Mock Trial at the 

Academy, the district has put into policy Random Drug Testing. About ten percent of our 

students (district wide) will be tested each year by an outside agency to determine involve-

ment. I donõt expect any of our students to ever test positive, but it the fact that we will be 

testing may help students save face when peer pressure is on.  We are still working out the 

specifics of the program and I will be getting input from parents at our next PTSO meeting 

on October 13th at 6:00. 

 

See You There, 

Roger Yost 

Principal ESA 



 

 Hello from math/science land.  Well the academic year finally 

feels fully underway and Iõm settling in to a fairly steady rou-

tine.  The kids, parents and staff are wonderful and I couldnõt 

feel more welcome: many thanks to everyone for that! Just a 

couple of reminders: First, your studentõs assignments are 

posted daily on the academyõs website, just hit on Math and 

Science, go to the class you are looking for and view the 

homework link.  Second, the academy is open by 6:00 am weekdays for math and 

science tutoring or just a warm place to study.  Iõm generally here until around 

6:00 pm and on most weekends as well.  Iõm looking forward to a productive and 

exciting school year; please feel free to contact me at home (932 1945), at the 

academy or via email at apedron@esaonline.org if I can be of any assistance. 

All my best, 

Anthony Pedron 

Godoyõs Gabbing 

(As this monthõs ESA newsletter will be distributed throughout the district, I will try to make this seri-

ous, succinct and not my usual nonsense.) 

After one month of school, things are finally running smoothly at the social studies department. With 

seven full days of meetings, workshops and conferences in the first days of school, the students are 

beginning to settle down and get to work. I have been able to address all those questions that cropped 

up in my absence and my students have a clearer understanding of the world they live in. 

The seniors, who apparently know everything, had no questions upon my return and have insisted that 

I should take off a few more days so they can properly reflect on the nature of the United State Consti-

tution and their place in a representative democracy. I would agree, but I did read an essay on the im-

portance of take-out pizza at the Constitutional Convention (apparently, James Madison loved anchovies.) 

The AP US History class took the opposite approach and welcomed me back with open arms. They desperately wanted to know 

why the book didnõt mention a scrappy raccoon and a helpful hummingbird in their description of John Smith and Pocahontas. 

We have a lot of work to do. 

The sophomores found something funny on the internet and didnõt notice I was missing. 

The freshmen, who have been instructed not to talk to strangers, have finally started to talk to me (I gave them candy) and might 

learn a little something about geography and how to use their computers.  

Itõs going to be a good year. 

Mr. Godoy  

Mr. Pedron 

mailto:apedron@wsaonline.org


    A few years ago -- maybe that is a gross understatement --when I was 20 years, I 

spent six weeks in Mexico at a language institute.  Studying grammar and culture in 

Mexico was helpful.  But it was the interaction with people, with the ólocalsô that was 

far more educational.  One memory stands out. 

 I used to take my soccer ball to a local ball field surrounded by a track.  One 

day, because I was playing alone, I stood the high jump mattress on its side to act as a 

rebound wall.  In my thinking it was harmless ï kicking a ball against a rubber matt.  After a 

short while the groundskeeper appeared.  He was not happy ï that is an understatement.  He 

was irate with me.  How could I dare to use the mattress that way, and without asking permission.  The gist of 

his tirade was ñYou Americans, all you ever do is take, take, take.ò 

 That was a hard lesson for me at age 20.  It was a good lesson!  This business of learning another lan-

guage is not just about  speaking a language.  Rather, it is about opening our eyes to other cultures and to the 

perceptions of other people groups. Sometimes we Americans are a bit blind to the views of other nations and 

peoples, and it may take a rude awakening to help us to see that our perspective is not necessarily the only one.  

Hopefully, as my students learn Spanish it will be a door to other cultures and to the hearts of the people who 

live there.  Maybe my students can avoid being ñthe ugly Americanò as I was at age 20. 

In The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne describes the ironic effect of the peculiar punish-

ment given to Hester Prynne: a lifetime sentence of wearing a red letter A on her chest. òIt 

was nonetheless a fact, however, that, in the eyes of the very men who spoke thus [about 

Hesterõs terrible sin], the scarlet letter had the effect of the cross on a nun's bosom. It im-

parted to the wearer a kind of sacredness.ó  

AP English students will finish reading The Scarlet Letter this week and have focused their 

discussions and writing on the merit of each character, the structure and themes of the 

novel, the symbolism of the letter A, and the social commentary of Nathaniel Hawthorne. Why is it that a 

forced confession and public humiliation actually inspire the contradictory combination of redemption and 

subversive thinking while adoration and freedom from punishment surprisingly lead to the equally incongru-

ous blend of conventional beliefs and eternal pain? Juniors and seniors have the answer! 

English 9 students have just begun writing their first formal multi-draft essay of the year. Students will focus 

their essays on one of two short stories. òRaymondõs Runó: How does Squeaky change from a cocky fighter 

without a care in the world to mature young lady ready to sacrifice her greatest passion for the benefit of 

her older brother? Or òThe Necklaceó: How does Mathilde realize the true value of money and hard work 

as she is forced to pay off an almost insurmountable debt? 

Sophomores will also start formal multi-draft essays this week focusing on one of the short stories weõve 

read over the last three weeks. What does intelligent, overachieving Dee from òEveryday Useó fail to ascer-

tain from her humble sister about heritage or what does Osborn from òTop Manó manage to learn from 

Nace about the value of sacrifice and honor? 

Senior Thesis students finished their notecards and research this week and will begin organizing outlines on 

Thursday. The first drafts of those 20 page research papers will be due in a mere three weeksñgood luck 

seniors! 

Mr. Wanner  

Ms. Taylor 



Necessary items to bring 

¶ Personal gear (toiletries like deod., toothbrush, toothpaste, sunscreen, bug dope; donôt bother bringing makeup, per-
fume and electrical implements) 

¶ Wash cloth and hand towel for cleaning up (no shower but there is water in the area) 

¶ Fork, spoon, knife and cup for eating (we are trying to minimize trash because of cost and pack-in/pack-out) 

¶ Warm jacket and sweatshirt (expect it in the 30ôs at night) 

¶ Extra jeans and long-sleeved shirt 

¶ Warm clothes such as sweats for sleeping (the Marine sleeping bags are good to -40 so you should be fine J) 

¶ Sturdy shoes and extra socks, no flipflops 

¶ Flashlight and batteries 

¶ Book and paper (if youôd like but no electronics) 

¶ Vanessa needs to remember the constellation guide and Kyle needs to remember the playing cards 

  

Optional items to bring 

¶ Fishing pole 

¶ Hat for sun protection and warmth (and on Day 3 to hide your yucky hair J) 

¶ Gloves 

¶ Camera 
  

What else is there to do around there? 

¶ The camp will be in some beautiful country in this area.  In between a little class work and some other activities, theyôll 
have free time to enjoy the scenery and the great fall weather.  

¶ During the last pack trip, kids were seen relaxing with a book in the trees; trying their luck fishing in the lakes; hiking 
into Hidden Falls; playing hide-and-seek in the woods after dark; eating sômores and telling stories by the campfire 
(again this time the FS will bring the sômores, you bring the stories); checking out the constellations; and getting to 
know their classmates better. 

  

How safe is this activity? 

¶ The base camp will be within radio contact of the Forest ServiceðBridgeport Ranger District, Leavitt Packstation, and 
USMC Mountain Warfare Training Center.  The FS will set up radio check-in times with its Duty Officer each 
day.  There will be a horse available at all times in case anyone needs something quickly. 

¶ Leavitt Meadows Packstation is a professional, insured company with thousands of miles of trail experience and very 
well-behaved ñdudeò horses. 

The students will be supervised at all times by teachers (Mrs. Taylor, Mr. Godoy, Mr. Pedron), Forest Service personnel 

(Cheryl Probert, Ingrid Dreiling, Sherri Taylor, and Don Harris), and parent chaperone Bob Probert.  During the trip, several 

Forest Service personnel will hike in to work with the kids (Keith Whaley, Scott Clemons, Annamaria Echeverria, Jason 

Kling and Rixey Jenkins). 

Science CampñPack Trip into  Secret Lake  (Oct. 6 - 8, 2009)  Continued  



Science CampñPack Trip into  

Secret Lake  

 (Oct. 6 - 8, 2009)  

  

What is this all about? 

¶ Students and staff will ride horses from the Leavitt Meadows Packstation into the area of Secret and Poore Lakes in 
the West Walker River drainage, just outside of the Hoover Wilderness.  The campsite will be off the trail, approxi-
mately 3 miles from the trailhead (see map).  Students will get to experience the beauty and grandeur of the eastern 
Sierra backcountry. 

¶ The Forest Service will pay for Leavitt Meadows Packstation to provide the trip in and camp gear as part of volunteer 
services (see below).  The Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association will assist with paying for the food.  The Packstation 
will pack all of the studentsô gear into the campsite, set up the camp complete with tents, and provide meals.  The Ma-
rine Corps will supply the very warm sleeping bags.  The accommodations will be first class, right down to the out-
house!! 

For more information on Leavitt Meadows Packstation, check out their website at www.leavittmeadows.com 

For more information on the Hoover Wilderness or the Bridgeport District, check out our website at www.fs.fed.us/r4/htnf/
districts/bridgeport.shtml; stop in the office south of Bridgeport on Highway 395; or call Cheryl Probert, District Ranger, at 

(760) 932-5801. 

What is the school part of this activity? 

¶ The students have been preparing for this trip for several weeks as part of their normal curriculum.  Teachers and FS 
professionals will be conducting several ñclassesò out in the field.  The field work is part of their biology, chemistry, 
English, history and computer applications courses.  It will include collecting water and invertebrate samples from per-
ennial streams in the area; collecting rock samples for future class use; and learning about plant and fire ecology. 

¶ The students have also been learning about the history of conservation and reading different writings on uses of our 
natural environment.  They have learned about ñLeave No Traceò principles, wilderness ethic, and conservation 
law.  As part of their learning and volunteer work, the students will be making videos aimed at kids their own age which 
will demonstrate the importance of the LNT principles.  The FS will use these videos on their website to reach a wider 
audience. This is part of the Service Learning that the Eastern Sierra Unified School District is beginning to use. 

¶ Students will do some additional volunteer work for the Forest Service consisting of rehabilitating some sections of trail 
where people have cut switchbacks, breaking up fire rings, and collecting trash. 

¶ The students will learn to ride horses and observe professional horse packers.  They will learn to camp in the back-
country and will put into practice the key backcountry ethics such as ñpack in-pack outò and ñtread lightlyò.  

  

What do I need to bring? 

¶ Students will need to bring personal gear for the overnight (see list).  The FS will deliver their gear to the Packstation 
on Monday, October 5th so they can pack the gear in ahead of time.  There are no current bushes so do not worry 
about hair dryers, curling irons, and other electrical items.  Its cold in the mountains so be sure to have a warm coat 
and warm clothes for the evening.  Remember, the horses have to pack all this stuff in so only bring the essentials. 

  

http://www.leavittmeadows.com/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/htnf/districts/bridgeport.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/htnf/districts/bridgeport.shtml

