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“Thank You, Ma’m”

Second Draft

Although Roger begins the story by stealing an old lady’s purse, by the end, he has learned some self respect. Almost as soon as the old lady, Mrs. Jones, begins to lecture him, Roger’s behavior changes. Although his initial responses appear to be mostly those of fear, he slowly begins to show some trustworthiness and self-respect. As he sits uncomfortably in Mrs. Jones’ apartment, he notices that she has left her purse out and is not watching it. “But the boy took care to sit on the far side of the room where he thought she could easily see him out of the corner of her eye, if she wanted to. He did not trust the woman not to trust him” (125). Roger has gained her trust and he doesn’t want to risk losing it. Although he was a thief just an hour earlier, now he carefully shows just how honorable he can be. Her small gesture of kindness and respect has radically changed his view of the world. He now knows that trust can make all the difference.   In “Thank You, Ma’m” Langston Hughes shows us that a thoughtless thief can truly have goodness within.
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