	True Love
	Superficial Love

	· They speak in a sonnet using the same metaphor as soon as they meet. 

“My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand 

To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss” (I, v, 93 – 106)

· They both state numerous times how much they love each other (balcony scene and little starts (see right).

· Both are willing to give up their names and family connections to be with each other

“Deny thy father and refuse thy name;/ Or, if thou wilt not . . .”

“My name dear saint is hateful to myself . . .” (II, ii, 34 & 55)

· Both want to get married immediately

“If that thy bent of love be honorable,/ Thy purpose marriage, send me word tomorrow” (II, ii, 143-144)

· Both willing to betray their families’ beliefs to be together

· Willing to die for one another

“Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee to-night. Let’s see . . .” (V, i, 34-36)

· Their deaths brought peace

“Oh brother Montague . . .”

“But I can give thee more . . .” (V, iii, 296-302)


	· All their beautiful words for each other are about their looks, not their personalities, their souls, their beliefs, etc. They only admire each other for physical beauty “

“Give me my Romeo; and, when he shall die, 

Take him and cut him out in little stars,

And he will make the face of heaven so fine” (III, ii, 21 – 24)

· Barely knew each other for 24 hours before they were married, barely had time to get to know each other

“I have no joy of this contract tonight./ It is too rash, . . .” (II, ii, 116-119)

· Romeo was madly in love with Rosaline a few hours before

“Is Rosaline, that thou didst love so dear/So soon forsaken . . .” (II, iii, 66-68)

“With Rosaline, my ghostly father? No/I have forgot that name and that name’s woe” (II, iii, 45-46)

“For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.” (I, v, 53)

· Juliet’s first reaction to Romeo killing Tybalt is to hate him for deceiving her and being an evil tyrant disguised in a beautiful book

· They love too much, too fast. Friar

“Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.” (II, iii, 94)

· Too young

“Let two more summers wither in their pride/Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride” (I, i, 10-11)

	Brought Peace to the feud 
	Died in Vain

	· They did not die in vain because Lord Cap and Lord Mont finally shake hands and generations of fighting and killing is ended

“Oh brother Montague . . .”

“But I can give thee more . . .” (V, iii, 296-302)

· Even more violence is prevented. If Juliet had lived, then Lord Cap would have sent all his men against Lord Mont for the deaths of Paris, the secret marriage, etc.

· Nothing else except something so tragic could have brought peace (deaths of Tybalt, the many battles, and the Prince’s threat of death cannot stop the fighting)

“If ever you disturb our streets again,/Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace” (I, i, 94-95)

· Romeo and Juliet truly loved each other (see above) 

· They tried every other option and nothing would work

· Juliet could not tell her father the truth

“Hang thee, young baggage . . . Or never after look me in the face” (III, v, 161-163)

· They could not run away together

Lord Cap would send his men looking for them, no money


	· They couldn’t have truly loved each other, just puppy love (see above)

· Too young

· too little time

· too superficial

· too tenuous (Juliet’s first reaction)

· Love is not worth dying for/suicide is always wrong

· Their deaths were not the only thing that could bring peace, their marriage could have also

“For this alliance may so happy prove/To turn your household’ rancor to pure love” (II, iii, 91-92)

· Did their deaths really bring a lasting peace? After the prince threatened death and both Lord Cap and Lord Mont were committed to peace, it still did not last.

“Content thee, gentle coz, let him alone./’A bears thee like a . . .” (I, v, 65-68)




