Editorial Notes

Prosecution Witnesses

1. Sheriff Heck Tate

a. 166-169

b. Mayella was bruised beaten primarily on the right side of her face and around her neck

c. No doctor was called (no physical evidence)

d. Almost everything he testifies to (aside to the above) is hearsay based on what Bob Ewell.

2. Mr. Bob Ewell

a. 169-178

b. Rude and crude, random, irrelevant

c. No doctor called

d. He is left handed

3. Miss Mayella Ewell

a.  178-189

b. her story is not possible because Tom Robinson only has one working arm

c. p. 180 “I turned around . . . He got me around the neck, cussing me and saying dirt—I fought and hollered , but he had me around the neck. He hit me again and again.” You need two hands to choke someone and hit them at the same time. Father is left-handed and has two good arms

d. p.183 – almost admits that her dad beats her when he’s drunk “He does tollable except when . . .”

e. contradicts herself 185—her story changes as she goes along

f. “No I don’t recollect if hit me.  I mean, yes I do, he hit me.” 185

g. 186 “Miss Mayella, you testified that the defendant choked and beat you—you didn’t say that he sneaked up behind you and knocked you cold, but you turned around and there he was . . . do you wish to reconsider any of your testimony.”

h. Mayella switches to an emotional appeal because she has no facts to back up her lies. 188 He took advantage of me and if you “fine fancy gentlemen don’t wanta do nothing about it then you’re all yellow stinkin’ cowards, stinkin’ cowards, the lot of you . . .”

4. Defense witness: Tom Robinson

a. 190-

b. true story – she tried to kiss him and he tried to run away. Bob saw them and he ran

c. I felt right sorry for her

d. Wasn’t guilty, but he ran because either way he was going to be right where he is right now

e. Mr. Gilmer treats him like dirt

f. “You say she’s lying, boy!” intimdates him, forces him to say what cannot. Of course she’s lying, but Tom has been raised to never accuse a white person of lying

g. Mr. Gilmer knows Tom Robinson is innocent, but he does this to win because he thinks Robinson is less than Mayella because of race.

Atticus’ closing argument

1. 202-206

2. 203—“this case is not a difficult one . . . This case is as simple as black and white.”

3. 204 “the evil assumption that all Negroes lie . . .”

4. “In the name of God, do your duty.” Moral argument, let your Christianity, and your rational mind be stronger than your racism

