Prompt #1: American Dream

I. Introduction: title, author, thesis

II. Power of the dream: what it means to Lennie

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

III. How the dream pulls in Candy

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

IV. How even George begins to believe

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

V. How the dream almost pulls in Crooks

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

VI. Loss of the dream

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

VII. What Steinbeck says about the inevitable failure, but still potently strong power of the dream.

a. Topic sentence

b. Context for the quotation

c. Quotation

d. Reflection

VIII. Conclusion

Topic #2: Compare and Contrast 

I. Introduction: thesis, author, title

II. Similarity #1

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

III. Difference #1 (Lennie)

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

IV. Difference #1 (George)

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

V. Difference #2 (Lennie)

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

V. Difference #2 (George)

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

VI. Central Theme

a. Topic sentence

b. Intro to the quotation

c. Quotation or specific example

d. Reflection/Analysis

VII. Conclusion

	George
	Lennie

	Quick (thinks on his feet to convince the boss to hire them)

Responsibility to care for Lennie

Sharp & harsh (seems cruel at first)

Small

Good judgment (decides to give Lennie a good death)

Knows the world
	Slow (just repeats George)

Needs taking care of

Soft and kind

(will do anything for George)

Strong

No judgment (minimal—kills Curley’s wife so she stops screaming)

Oblivious to the world


Similarities: bonded to each other, have the same dream

