Notes on the end of the novel
1. Why titled Lord of the Flies?

· Worship of the pig’s head on a stick, which is the LoftheF.

· Literal struggle of the novel is who will lead the boys (Jack or Ralph). Who is “lord” of the island.

· Pig’s head on a stick with flies around it, then what is the symbolism? Pig’s head=king, flies=boys

· But this central struggle is meaningless, who cares who is the leader—just flies. At the same time, this struggle leads to evil, to violence, to war, to the worst of humanity=lack of humanity=savagery=>being a beast

· Humanity=doing the right thing, being civilized, kind, compassionate, moral

· Striving for power brings out the worst

· Through this title, Golding gives “social commentary”=he gives us his philosophical views about society, morality, and WWII.

2. The ending with the officer

· The final words of the novel are “. . . allowing his eyes to rest on the trim cruiser in the distance.”

· What the boys do on the island is just like what they’re doing in WWII. 

· Jack is like Hitler and Ralph is like Churchill (prime minister of England). 

· The officer is disappointed in the boys behavior and the fact that at least two have died, but this is ironic because he’s doing the same thing.

3. Social commentary

· War is evil. It brings out the worst in humans, makes them animals, savages.

· It should be avoided at almost all costs

· But, a person or a nation must sometimes fight or wage war in order to protect civilization, morality, and what is right. 

a. WWII=The Good War, The Just War

i. Clear moral obligation. Hitler was murdering thousands of innocent men, women, and children. He had to be stopped and war was the only way.

· Nations regress to war for the same reasons that humans regress to violence. L ot F “is an attempt to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human nature” (Golding).

4. Humans regress to violence because of fear and lack of morals (rules).

· That morality and rules are essential to protect us from becoming beasts, savages. 

· Because fear (and then anger) are so powerful, we need morality to protect us

