Lord of the Flies

Ch. 9: A View to Death

Simon climbs the mountain to discover the truth about the beast—the bravest perhaps, but written off by Jack


He discovers the truth: 147 “The beast was harmless and horrible; and the news must reach the others as soon as possible.”

149: Jack “painted and garlanded like an idol” reigns over his inferiors

150-151: at Jack’s side of the island, Ralph tries to assert his power and get them back, but without the conch, with darkness and lightning and rain threatening, he is powerless. Jack’s bravado is more compelling than the distant idea of fairness and rescue. The conch is meaningless there. 

152: Jack gets them to dance and chant to push their fear away (no shelters from the rain)

“’Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood.’ The movement became regular while the chant lost its first superficial excitement and began to beat like a steady pulse.”

Simon crawls in and murmurs “something about a dead man on a hill” but the chant is too far along and they cannot hear or reason. They kill Simon

153: “Even in the rain they could see how small a beast it was; and already its blood was staining the sand.”

And the pilot is blown into the sea, no chance to see the truth now.

Ch. 10: The Shell and the Glasses

156-157: Ralph’s reaction to Simon’s death: that was Simon, “that was murder” “I’m fightened. Of us. I want to go home.”

Piggy’s reaction: “You stop it what good’re you doing talking like that” . . . “It was an accident”

All four end with, we were on the outside, we left early. They can’t live with the truth that they too participated. Know how wrong it is.

160: Jack’s reaction is the opposite. He outright lies and says it was really the beast because the beast empowers him

When they as what they should do if the others try to sneak in, jack responds with “The will. They’ll try to spoil things we do. So the watchers at the gate must be careful. And then—‘ The chief paused. They saw a triangle of startling pink dart out, pass along his lips and vanish again. ‘—and then, the beast might try to come in. You remember how he crawled-- . . . he came disguised. He may come again even though we gave him the head of our kill to eat. So watch; and be careful.” Jack knows it was Simon they killed, but he pretends it was really the beast and they only scared it off. He needs there to be a continual threat to maintain power. “the triangle of starling pink” shows his pause to put together his lie. No guilt at all. And then merely uses it to his advantage. “Then if he comes we’ll do our , our dance again.”

163: Ralph is starting to lose his mental ability—too stressed and tired, the curtain flaps (sanity and insanity)

“Ralph tried indignantly to remember. There was something good about a fire . . .” Only Piggy can remember

165: Piggy knows “If we don’t get home soon we’ll be barmy”

167: Jack’s tribe comes to steal the glasses, not the conch. Piggy doesn’t understand why

Symbolism of the 

Conch = order, democracy, civilization

Glasses = power, intelligence, 

Stick sharpened at both ends = savagery

Fire = rescue and hope

