Lord of the Flies

Ch. 5: Beast from Water

77: “With a convulsion of the mind, Ralph discovered dirt and decay, understood how much he disliked perpetually flicking the tangled hair out of his eyes . . .”

78: “Once more that evening Ralph had adjust his values. Piggy could think. He could go step by step inside that fat head of his, only Piggy was no chief . . .”

78: “Ralph felt a kind of affectionate reverence for the conch . . .”

The meeting

· 79: “We need an assembly. Not for fun. Not for laughing and falling off the log . . . not for making jokes, or for . . . cleverness. Not for these things. But to put things straight.
plan things like shelters, water, signal smoke, latrine area, but then don’t follow

· 80-81 “The fire is most important thing on the island. How can we ever be rescued except by luck, if we don’t keep a fire going? . . . Look at us! How many are we? And yet we can’t keep a fire going to make smoke. Don’t you understand? Can’t you see we ought to—ought to die before we let the fire out?”

· 81 “All this I meant to say. Now I’ve said it. You voted me for chief. Now you do what I say.”

· 82 “Things are breaking up. I don’t understand why. We began well; we were happy. And then-- . . . We’ve got to talk about this fear and decide there’s nothing in it. I’m frightened myself, sometimes; only that’s nonsense! Like bogies. Then, when we’ve decided we can start again and be careful of things like the fire. And be happy.”

How does Jack’s power change when they discuss the beast?

89: Simon “What I mean is . . . maybe it’s only us.” 

Simon became inarticulate in his effort to express mankind’s essential illness.” What is it?

91: Too much discussion of the beast as it’s getting dark

“The world, that understandable and lawful world, was slipping away.”

Piggy: “What are we? Humans? Or animals? Or savages? What’s grownups going to think? Going off hunting—pigs—letting fires out—and now!” Jack: “You shut up, you fat slug!” Ralph defends Piggy because Piggy has the conch.

Jack responds with: “And you shut up! Who are you, anyway? Sitting there telling people what to do. You can’t hunt, you can’t sing—“

“You’re breaking the rules.”

“Who cares”

Ralph: “Because the rules are the only thing we’ve got!”

Jack: “Bollocks to the rules! We’re strong—we hunt! If there’s a beast we’ll hunt it down! We’ll close in and beat and beat and beat--!”

Epitomizes Jack vs. Ralph

Ralph is ready to give up except that he knows they have to keep the fire going, so he hangs in there. Piggy knows how much Jack hates him.

