Name  _________________                                            PRIVATE 

Cyrano de Bergerac Exam

Section I: Quotation Identification
In this section, please identify the speaker, describe the situation where the statement took place (who was listening and what was going on), and interpret the importance and meaning of the quotation.
1.
“I was in danger of being shot or captured; but I thought quickly—took off and flung away the scarf that marked my military rank—and so being inconspicuous, escaped among my own force, rallied them, returned again and won the day.”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


2.  “—I am never away from you. Even now, I shall not leave you. In another world, I shall still be that one who loves you, loves you beyond measure, beyond—”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


3.  “Not with such eyes. I read his soul in them.”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


4.  "Better still--But . . . such a babe is dangerous; why not have smothered it new-born?"

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


5.  “My soul be satisfied with flowers, with fruit, with weeds even; but gather them in the one garden you may call your own.”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


6.  “Have you not seen great gaudy hothouse flowers, Barren, without fragrance?—Souls are like that: Forced to show all, they soon become all show—. . .”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


7.  “Let me die so . . . by the hand of one worthy to be my foeman, let me fall—steel in my heart, and laughter 
on my lips.”

Speaker:                                       Description: 
 

Interpretation: 


Section II: Short Answer

Answer each question as completely as possible in 4 or 5 sentences. Be specific in all of your responses.
1.
Define irony. Give two examples from the play. Explain how irony contributes to the meaning and 
effectiveness of the play as a whole.

 2.
What does the poem duel scene reveal about Cyrano’s character? Why is it important to the play?

3. 
What does the following quotation mean and what does it show about Cyrano’s character? “Tonight, when I march into heaven, I will carry with me something tall and proud, unbent by the world. . .”

4.
How does Roxane change in her attitude about love? What does this reveal about her character?
5. Describe Ligniere’s character. What is his function in the play?
6.  Define metaphor. Give an example from the play (metaphor or simile). How does the use of metaphor contribute to the effectiveness of the play as a whole?

9.  Explain the symbolism of Cyrano/Christian’s final letter. Be sure to discuss the letter itself and the tears and blood on it.

