Chunking

Chunking effectively can make a huge difference in achieving a mature academic voice. Instead of tossing a full quotation into your paragraph, begin paraphrasing the sentence and just put in the key pieces that you need in order to make your point. This allows your writing to flow more smoothly and for you to write more efficiently. 

Not chunked:

The horse’s ribs don’t just protrude, they are articulate, showing the starvation that surrounds the landscape. “A miserable horse, whose ribs were as articulate as the bars of a gridiron.” The horse is stalking about. . .

Chunked

In the desolate yard, a lonely horse with ribs “as articulate as the bars of a gridiron” stalks about the yard searching for a scrap of grass to eat. 

Not chunked: 

The passage starts out with “below us stretched the land, the great expanse of the forests, somber under the sunshine, rolling like a sea . .  . the land devoured the sunshine.” Conrad uses . . .

Chunked

Conrad describes an endless land that rolls “like a sea” and literally devours “the sunshine” that attempts to warm its inhabitants. Instead of revealing a beauty, Conrad . . .

Despite the overwhelming tone of despair, we see a glimmer of hope in the minister’s ability to connect to his congregation. Hawthorne pervades this passage with gloomy diction, revealing the minister as almost paralyzed by “bodily disease” as he is “gnawed and tortured by some black trouble of the soul.” The reader initially assumes that the minister will fail because how could a minister succeed when he is such a poor example . . .

