Improving Diction in your own Writing

1. “Art is the antidote that can call us back from the edge of numbness, restoring the ability to feel for another.” Barbara Kingsolver High Tide in Tucson

Brainstorm a list of medical terms. Choose one and write a sentence using the term to characterize art.

2. “The man sighed hugely.” E. Annie Proulx The Shipping News

The man coughed _______________ .

Your adverb should make the cough express an attitude. For example the cough could express contempt, desperation, or propriety. Do not state the attitude, let the adverb imply it.

3. “ . . . the United States Army, thirsting for revenge, was prowling the country . . .”

Use an eating or drinking verb which expresses anger about getting a parking ticket.

4. “Most men wear their belts low here, there being so  many outstanding bellies . . .”

Write a sentence or two describing an unattractive but beloved relative.

(from Voice Lessons by Nancy Dean)

