Imagery

Definition: the verbal representation of sensory description. Imagery is description that is so vivid (so life-like) that you can see in your mind, hear it, smell it, touch it, or even taste it. Imagery depends on both diction and detail; an image’s success in producing a sensory experience results from the specificity of the author’s diction and choice of detail.
1. As for the grass, it grew scant as hair

In leprosy; thin dry blades pricked the mud

Which underneath looked kneaded up with blood.

One stiff, blind horse, his every bone a-stare,

Stood stupefied, however he came there;


Thrust out past service from the devil’s stud.

· What effect is produced by the image of the grass in lines 1-3?

· Does the imagery of the horse inspire sympathy? Explain your answer with direct references to specific images.

2. “It was a mine town, uranium most recently. Dust devils whirled sand off the mountains. Even after the heaviest of rains, the water seeped back into the ground, between stones, and the earth was parched again.” 

--Linda Hogan “Making Do”

· Identify the images conveyed in this passage. What emotions to they evoke?

· What effect does Hogan create through the combination of images in the final sentence?

3. “I sat on the stump of a tree at his feet, and below us stretched the land, the great expanse of the forests, somber under the sunshine, rolling like a sea, with glints of winding rivers, the grey spots of villages, and here and there a clearing, like an islet of light amongst the dark waves of continuous tree-tops. A brooding gloom lay over this vast and monotonous landscape; the light fell on it as if into an abyss. The land devoured the sunshine; only far off, along the coast, the empty ocean, smooth and polished within the faint haze, seemed to rise up into the sky in a wall of steel.”

--Joseph Conrad Lord Jim
	Images of Land
	Images of Sea

	
	


· What attitude toward the land and the sea do these images convey?

· How does Conrad’s use of light contribute to the images he evokes?

4. “A ripe guava is yellow, although some varieties have a pink tinge. The skin is thick, firm, and sweet. Its heart is bright pink and almost solid with seeds. The most delicious part of the guava surrounds the tiny seeds. If you don’t know how to eat a guava, the seeds end up in the crevices between your teeth. 

When you bite into a ripe guava, your teeth must grip the bumpy surface and sink into the thick edible skin without hitting the center . . . 

A green guava is sour and hard. You bite into it at its widest point, because it’s easier to grasp with your teeth. You hear the skin, meat, and seeds crunching inside your head, while the inside of your mouth explodes in little spurts of sour.”


--Esmeralda Santiago, When I Was Puerto Rican

· Notice the combination of imagery and detail. What piece of imagery is the most vivid to you?

· What’s different about the imagery in this passage?

· Santiago uses an adjective (sour) as a noun in her final image. What effect does this have on the meaning of the image?

(from Voice Lessons by Nancy Dean)

