Writing Notes: “Convergence of the Twain”

Convergence=coming together from different directions, especially a uniting or merging of groups or tendencies that were originally opposed or very different

Twain = two

Imagery: sometimes it’s difficult to write about imagery because all we can think to say is that it is so vivid. Try to avoid the obvious “vivid imagery adds realism . . .” Instead use the opportunity to focus on content, i.e. “The contrasting images of dazzling opulence and bleary darkness reveal Hardy’s view that despite the tragedy of the Titanic, mankind’s insatiable vanity called out for retribution, for a clear and deathly lesson in humility.” 

Avoid passive voice: use the author’s name

· Instead of “Throughout the poem the ideas of unity and convergence are played with.” Go to “Throughout the poem, Hardy plays with the ideas of unity and convergence.”

Stay close to the text. 

· Avoid tangents into history that are not tied to direct lines in the poem

· Avoid discussions of the Titanic being the biggest ship of its time, etc.

Make sure to mention Hardy’s “attitude towards the sinking of the ship” in your intro—and state what his attitude is.

Change: In Hardy’s poem “The Convergence of the Twain, the poet uses many poetic devices to show the greatness of the ship and the eventual destruction of it. The Titanic is described as a miracle ship and the iceberg as its fate. Vivid imagery makes this so clear, and makes it especially dramatic and exciting.

To:

Tighten your writing

· Avoid overly complex and/or redundant sentences and phrases. Re-read and cross out unnecessary sections.

· Change: As the poem begins, Hardy begins to show a clear contrast between the “opulent” ship that everyone is raving about and the “shadowy silent” iceberg that will destroy it, that will become its everlasting mate.

· To:

Add depth to each point before you move on

· The image of this brilliant ship setting sail is painted over, replaced with one of the dark sea “deep from human vanity” where the ship rests. 

· Reflect on this before moving on:

Strong Lines

· “Throughout the poem the ideas of unity and convergence are played with. Hardy uses precise rhythmic patterns to show that from the beginning, the two were destined to converge.” Cory M.
· “In the poem “The Convergence of the Twain,” Thomas Hardy uses juxtaposition to show how human vanity creates such a wonderful “jewel” filled with warmth from “salamandrine fires” that is destroyed by the “immanent” fate of the “cold currents” of the harsh sea.” Carlos
· “Through the poem Hardy shows how the once great ship is humbled by the simple force of God.” Justin 
· “In our arrogance and pride, we fail to realize that anything can and will fail under the right circumstances.” Andrew

· “The poem tells about two “alien” objects: one an example of human pride and exuberance, a great achievement of man and the other a “sinister” crude object waiting out of sight to destroy. However these two objects meeting forms a single tragic and terrible event.” Reno
