Oedipus Rex
Summer Reading Exam
Section I: Reading

Briefly answer each of the questions and show that you read the play.

1. What is the prophesy that Iocate and Laios hear?

2. What is the prophesy that Oedipus hears?

3. What is Oedipus’ attitude about finding Laios’ murderer at the beginning of the play?

4. What is Creon’s character like in this play?

5. What is Teiresias’ character like in this play? What is his tone towards Oedipus?

Section II: Object Analysis

For each of the following objects, explain where the object appears in the novel (may be more than once) and analyze its symbolism, meaning, and significance to the play as a whole.
1. Iocaste’s brooch

2. Place where three roads meet

3. Pierced heels

4. sphinx

5. plague

6. blind eyes

Section III: Quotation Reflection
Read through all of the quotations in this section before you begin reflection. For each quotation: explain the context (what is going on in the scene where the quotation comes from) and then reflect on it (analyze why the quotation is significant and what it reveals).
1. “Dear Children, the god was Apollo.

He brought my sick, sick fate upon me.

But the blinding hand was my own!

How could I bear to see

When all my sight was horror everywhere.”

2. “The groom leading the horses

Forced me off the road at his lord’s command;

But as this charioteer lurched over towards me

I struck him in my rage. The old man saw me

And brought his double goad down upon my head . . .

I killed him. I killed them all.”

3. “If only my mother were not still alive!

But she is alive. I cannot help my dread.”

4. “You mock my blindness, do you?

But I say that you, with both your eyes, are blind:

You cannot see the wretchedness of your own life.

Nor in whose house you live, no, nor with whom.” 

