Summer Reading Exam

The Great Gatsby
Section I: Reading Comprehension

Briefly answer each of the questions and show that you read the novel.
1. Briefly describe (a list is fine) the true story of Gatsby’s life until he buys the house on West Egg.

2. Who does Daisy love?

3. What is Nick Carraway’s role in the novel?

4. Who is Meyer Wolfshiem and what is he famous for (in the novel)?

5. What is remarkable about Daisy (besides her beauty and wealth)?

6. Who comes to Gatsby’s funeral?

7. What is Gatsby’s dream?

Section II: Object Analysis

For each of the following objects, explain where the object appears in the novel (may be more than once) and analyze its symbolism, meaning, and significance to the novel as a whole.

1. The green light at the end of the dock
2. The eyes on Doctor T. J. Eckleburg billboard
3. Daisy’s voice
4. Gatsby’s shirts

5. Gatsby’s swimming pool

6. The broken nose

7. Jimmy Gatz’ “Schedule” and “General Resolves”

8. Molar cufflinks

9. Leather and silver dog leash

Section III: Quotation Reflection
For each quotation: explain the context (who said it or who it describes and what was going on) and then reflect on it. (Analyze why the quotation is significant and what it reveals.)
1. “ ‘They’re a rotten crowd,” I shouted, across the lawn. ‘You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.’ I’ve always been glad I said that. It was the only compliment I ever gave him . . .”

2. “The bar is in full swing and floating rounds of cocktails permeate the garden outside until the air is alive with chatter and laughter and causal innuendo and introductions forgotten on the spot and enthusiastic meetings between women who never knew each other’s names.”

