Pride & Prejudice Notes: 13 – 18

Ch. 13

Mr. Collins’ letter

First peek: shows his overly formal and fake polite letter

Mr. Bennet is excited for some good entertainment—he enjoys absurdity

Ch. 14

Mr. Collins goes on and on about Lady Catherine and her daughter and unknowingly gives away that he sometimes plans his compliments ahead of time.

Mr. Bennet asks “May I ask whether these pleasing attentions proceed from the impulse of the moment, or are the result of previous study” he’s mocking him, but kindly. Mr C has no idea

“The arise chiefly from what is passing at the time, and though I sometimes amuse myself with suggesting and arranging such little elegant compliments as may be adapted to ordinary occasions, I always want to give them as unstudied an air as possible.” So fake, but definitely shouldn’t admit to it! His overly kind attentions aren’t even sincere! Just result from what he believes his role to be—sick!

46 “Mr. Bennet’s expectations were fully answered. His cousin was as absurd as he had hoped.”

Ch. 15

“Mr. Collins is not a sensible man”


his character? Not above Mr. Bennet in class, so not above his daughters, just lucking out into an inheritance because Mr. B had no sons. A gentleman does not work, but lives off the produce of his lands. He manages (or hires someone to do so for him)

 48-“Mr. Collins had only to change from Jane to Elizabeth—and it was soon done—done while Mrs. Bennet was stirring the fire.” (
Mr. Darcy and Mr. Wickham encounter each other in Meryton for the first time—cool reception

Mrs. Philips—no breeding 50 – yells out the window and invites the officers to dinner

“Mrs. Philips was quite awed by such an excess of good breeding.” Can’t even see how pathetic Mr. Collins is.

Ch. 16

Mr. Collins: no breeding

51—tells everyone how much Lady Catherine’s chimney piece cost eight hundred pounds. Who cares about Lady Catherine and how tacky to discuss the price of her furniture.

Mr. Wickham is charming and handsome—all like his easy address


Right from the start, he tells E of Darcy and all his terrible treatment 53


“I have no right to give my opinion . . . as to his being agreeable or otherwise. I am not qualified to form one. I have known him too long . . .” but then he does

“Oh no—it is not for me to be driven away by Mr. Darcy. If he wishes to avoid seeing me, he must go.” But then who does not show up at the Netherfield Ball. 53

Elizabeth eats up everything he says: why?

55 “A young man too, like you, whose very countenance may vouch for your being amiable.” E is blinded by his good looks and her own vanity—he appears to admire her and Darcy appeared not to. (The beautiful is the good.)

56 Darcy’s pride “has often led him to be liberal and generous,--to give his money freely, to display hospitality, to assist his tenants, and relieve the poor. Family pride, and filial pride, for he is very proud of what his father was” Wickham on Darcy

Ch. 17

E on Wickham “Besides there was truth in his looks.”

J “It is difficult indeed—it is distressing.—One does not know what to think” (on Darcy vs. Wickham)

E “I beg your pardon;--one knows exactly what to think.” 59

Mr. Collins asks E for the first two dances—bummer

Ch. 18

Netherfield Ball

Wickham does not show up, but he was invited

E on Darcy “Heaven forbid!—That would be the greatest misfortune of all!—To find a man agreeable whom one is determined to hate!—Do not wish me such an evil.” What does this reveal (she sort of knows what she’s about, but ignores any scruples she may have)

Darcy and Eliza dance

Mocking and playful

E “‘It is your turn to say something now, Mr. Darcy.—I talked about the dance, and you ought to make some kind of remark on the size of the room, or the number of couples.’ He smiled and assured her that whatever she wished him to say should be said.”

How does it go? Playfully harsh, but he is kind, until the turn when E mentions Wickham and Darcy replies “Mr. Wickham is blessed with such happy manners as may ensure his making friends—whether he may be equally capable of retaining them, is less certain.” D holds back, doesn’t say more. Contrast to Wickham. Is Darcy so evil, or is there more to the story? 63

Then back to safer topics, but . . .

“I remember hearing you once say, Mr. Darcy, that you hardly ever forgave, that your resentment once created was unappeasable. You are very cautious, I suppose, as to its being created?”

“I am,” said he with a firm voice.

“And never allow yourself to be blinded by prejudice?”

“I hope not”

· Look at this whole scene 64 after E has discovered the truth about wickham (ch. 3X)

· What is the irony here?

· Who is blinded by prejudice?

67—When Mr. Collins goes up to Mr. Darcy to introduce himself, it is a breach of decorum, considered rude at the time, but Mr. Collins is so misguided that he believes it is an acceptable breach because of his remarkable reltationship with Lady Catherine. He will sacrifice everything for her honor . . . no concept


Darcy is amazed by Mr. C’s behavior and gives him a cold reception, but Mr. C doesn’t notice

68- Mrs. Bennet spends all the ball talking too loudly about Jane’s marriage prospects and won’t respond to Elizabeth’s pleas for a quieter voice (Mr. Darcy is overhearing all her coarse and tacky and vain conversation about her beautiful Jane and the “catch” of a husband she is about to make) even Lady Lucas is bored by hearing this for the 100th time

69 – Mr. Bennet who never teaches his daughters restraint comes on strong with Mary who is hogging the singing/piano stage and is not really good enough for such a spectacle

“That will do extremely well, child. You have delighted us long enough. Let the other young ladies have time to exhibit.” His sarcasm is too apparent

What do almost all of Eliza’s family put her through this evening?

Bennets are the last to leave

