Rhetorical Strategies Practice

Body paragraph structure

1. topic sentence: connected to your thesis (don’t use a summary model topic sentence) see model

2. Context for the quotation

3. Quotation (the quotation chunked into your own sentence)

4. Analysis/Reflection

a. Directly to respond to the quotation

b. Step back and go to author’s purpose, or bigger picture interpretation

Thesis Statements

1. author, title, response to the prompt

2. your angle and author’s purpose/theme

a. author’s purpose = the nonfiction version of theme. What is the author trying to convey, teach, reflect upon? The complex relationship between pleasure and guilt . . . the paradoxical power of terrible beauty . . . the belief that redemption is always possible

3. Beefy, clear, MAV

Variety of forms

1. Repeating the prompt, plus a specific answer is okay. With diction, imagery, and repetition, Gary Soto recreates the humorous experience of his guilty six-year old self.

2. Bullet response (better)

a. With clear diction, mouth-watering imagery, and targeted repetition, Gary Soto light-heartedly depicts his six-year old self stealing a pie in order to reflect upon the complex relationship between pleasure and guilt.  

3. What you’re used to: In this passage, Gary Soto reflects upon the complex relationship between pleasure and guilt.  

4. Although Soto appears to . . . ., 

5. Not only does Soto

6. Soto suggests . . . , but also (however)

7. Avoid the funnel opening—truisms are ineffective. Occasionally it works, but must be precise and perfect, not a generalization. Avoid: We’ve all felt the desire to steal . . . We’ve all felt the power of guilt . . . Have you ever wondered why so many people steal?

