Figurative Language
AP English Language

Definition: communicates ideas beyond the literal meaning of words. Figurative language does not mean exactly what it says, but instead forces the reader to make an imaginative leap in order to comprehend the author's point. It usually involves a comparison between two things that may not, at first, seem to relate to one another. Terms that fall under the topic of figurative language are simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole. Irony, understatement, allusion also count as figurative language, but I wouldn’t recommend writing about them under the guise of figurative language. If you’re writing about irony, write about irony.
1. “As he stood there the sky over the house screamed. There was a tremendous ripping sound as if two giant hands had torn ten thousand miles of black lines down the seam.”

--Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
· What types of figurative language are used in this passage?

· What is the effect of so many different type of figurative language used in one sentence?

2.  “A seat in this boat was not unlike a seat upon a bucking bronco, and, by the same token, a bronco is not much smaller. The craft pranced and reared, and plunged like an animal. As each wave came, and she rose for it, she seemed like a horse making at a fence outrageously high.” 
-- Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat”

· What types of figurative language are used in this passage?

· What does the comparison add to passage?

· Apply: write several metaphors/similes using concrete and abstract nouns from the chart below (feel free to add some more to the chart before you begin)

	Hate

Friendship

Love

Sadness

Exhilaration

Desperation


	Paperclip

Guinea pig

Staple remover

Clean socks

Dirty fingernails

Slow clock


3. “He took up [the wolf’s] stiff head out of the leaves and held it or he reached to hold what cannot be held, what already ran among the mountains at once terrible and of great beauty, like flowers that feed on flesh. What blood and bone are made of but can themselves not make on any altar nor by any wound of war. What we may well believe has power to cut and shape and hollow out the dark form of the world surely if wind can, if rain can. But which cannot be held never be held and is no flower but is swift as a huntress and the wind itself is in terror of it and the world cannot lose it.”


--Cormac McCarthy The Crossing

· What is the central metaphor of this passage? What abstract concept is McCarthy trying to describe, i.e. what is the “it”?

· What does he add to the passage by adding layer upon layer of metaphor to describe a single, almost indescribable concept. What meaning do his metaphors build?

4. “It was a pleasure to burn. It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to see things blackened and changed. With the brass nozzle in his fists, with this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hands were the hands of some great conductor playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning to bring down the tatters and charcoal ruins of history. With his symbolic helmet numbered 451 on his stolid head, and his eyes all orange flame with the thought of what happened next, he flicked the igniter and the house jumped up in a gorging fire that burned the evening sky red and yellow and black. He strode in a swarm of fireflies. He wanted above all, like the old joke, to shove a marshmallow on a stick in the furnace, while the flapping pigeon-winged books died on the porch and lawn of the house. While the books went up in sparkling whirls and blew away on a wind turned dark with burning.”

-- Raybradbury, Fahrenheit 451

· What forms of figurative language does Bradbury use in the passage?

· Which do you think is the most effective and why?

5. “I sat on the stump of a tree at his feet, and below us stretched the land, the great expanse of the forests, somber under the sunshine, rolling like a sea, with glints of winding rivers, the grey spots of villages, and here and there a clearing, like an islet of light amongst the dark waves of continuous tree-tops. A brooding gloom lay over this vast and monotonous landscape; the light fell on it as if into an abyss. The land devoured the sunshine; only far off, along the coast, the empty ocean, smooth and polished within the faint haze, seemed to rise up into the sky in a wall of steel.”

--Joseph Conrad Lord Jim

· List the types of figurative language in this passage.

· What does he compare the land to? The sea to? What is the effect of these unusual comparisons?

