Essay Exam Topic #1

Theme: terrible beauty

I. Intro: Title, Author, thesis (theme that in the cruel uncaring world, there still is great beauty) and set up the idea that the deer killing scene fully develops the theme

II. Death of the deer and eyes => triggers memories of love and beauty and the whole journey

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. Quotation

d. Reflection/Analysis

III. Darkness encroaches, blood + stone

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. “Grass and blood. Blood and stone.”

d. Reflection/Analysis

IV. Despite all the suffering, beauty exists

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. “the blood of multitudes might be ultimately exacted for the vision of a single flower.”

d. Reflection/Analysis

V. Final passage? (optional)

VI. Conclusion: what John Grady has learned, what this theme means

Final passage: John Grady’s transformation

I. Intro: Title, Author, thesis (the final passage reveals John Grady “arriving where he started” but understanding the world for the first time=hero’s journey)

II. Naïve view of the world—starts a journey looking for heaven on earth 30, 45, 59, 96 

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. Quotation

d. Reflection/Analysis

III. 2nd Deer killing scene—realizes that the world is filled with cruelty and unfairness that there is no heaven on earth, but that the beauty of a single flower may grow out of all this bloodshed.

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. Quotation

d. Reflection/Analysis

IV. Final Passage—the end of the journey “the world to come”

a. Topic sentence

b. Context

c. Quotation

d. Reflection/Analysis

V. Conclusion: John Grady is a man prepared for right rule

