Pretty Horses Notes: 3-16

3; 
opening sentence “the candleflame and the image of the candleflame”


dark tone: dark, cold, dim, funeral

4:
Luisa take care of him, not mother

4-5:
grandfather’s funeral: words disappear on the wind, chairs blow away, just gone

5: 
rides out in the “red” mystical past, literally feels the history


he lives in the wrong time

“He rode with the sun coppering his face and the red wind blowing out of the west. . . and stood like a man come to the end of something.”

6:
“What he loved in horses was what he loved in men, the blood and the heat of the blood that ran them. All his reverence and all his fondness and all the leanings of his life were for the ardenthearted and they would always be so and never be otherwise.”


Sun sets, end of an era

Setting: Texas, near the Mexican border, 1949. Ranching days coming to an end, oil days just beginning

7:
his grandfather’s short history

7-9:
father’s story


WWII vet, MIA


Sick


Relationship between John Grady & dad

· tells dad he shouldn’t be smoking, but respectfully

· uncomfortable, trying to find where the relationship is, but will ride together

· warmth (11)

· more distant with mother “she”

· gambles

· separated from wife (JG’s mom) since 1942, MIA (wife give up on him, but not father in law, JG’s grandfather)

· same cowboy mentality (don’t you go crying)—admiration for grandfather “I know how you feel. I felt the same way” 13

· dad gives him a saddle, knows what he cares about

· muted, only an undercurrent of emotion

9:
Rawlins, best friend


“she ain’t worth it. None of them are” = girls, John Grady replies “Yes they are.”

11:
relationship with mother

· distant, cold

· she won’t let him run the ranch, going to sell out to oil prospectors

