Pretty Horses Notes: 16 – 59

17- John Grady goes to the lawyer in town—nothing he can do. Mom owns it, wants to sell. Dad has no rights to it. Even stopped going to the doctor. Finds out they’re divorced (officially, separated since the war)

18-Luisa, Arturo, John Grady mourn the selling of the ranch, 

19-  “gray and malignant dawn” – worse than the sunset, gray vs. rosy

“You don’t talk much” “Not a whole lot” “That’s a good trait to have”

21- goes to see his mom in the play in the big city, but so sad “The theatre was half empty” he watches the play “intensely,” but “There was nothing in it at all.” He’s looking for answers: why would his mom sell out? What is this life she wants in the city? No answers . . .

He’s such a cowboy, a dying art. The cowboy code . . . “he saw a few men in boots and hats and nodded gravely to him, they to him” 

22- His mom already changed her name, no longer Mrs. Cole, no more connection to his dad or to him

23-last ride with his dad

24-will have to board his horse, no place for him or his horse

25-his father is ardenthearted. His love for his wife (not returned) was what got him through the war. But the reality of her wasn’t what he loved.

26- “. . . the country would never be the same. People don’t feel safe no more, he said. We’re like the Comanches was two hundred years ago. We don’t know what’s goin to show up here come daylight. We don’t even know what color they’ll be.”

-Such a small town they can lie in the middle of the road

27 “I’m already gone, he said.” JG

28-she = girlfriend, not mom

30 – “so they road not under but among [the stars] like young thieves newly loosed in that dark electric . . . loosely jacketed against the cold and ten thousand worlds for the choosing.”


-heroes on the cusp of adventure, naïve and eager, the whole world ahead. The gray of the first section is gone. Dark dreary tone replaced with sunshine, lighthearted fun and adventure. More dialogue, focus, and plot. Among the stars = heroes, entering a new world, starting a journey

39 – “That’s a hell of a horse” – why is the horse going to be trouble? Hunting that horse aint they-41

42 – cross the Rio Grande (the border)

45 – “Cause I’m an American” – should they help him or ditch him?

45 – “No one spoke. Then suddenly they put their horses to a gallop up the beach and turned and came back, fanning with their hats and laughing and pulling up and patting their horses on the shoulder.” FREEDOM!! Funny and lighthearted, no more dreariness of the first section

48 – Blevins can shoot. Amazing horse, effective gun, what’s his story? 

