ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Using examples from presidential politics, explain why image and the use of the media are so important in the American political system.

2. Explain the historical development of the print and broadcast media in the United States. Use examples to illustrate your answer.

3. How has cable news channels and the Internet changed the nature of the mass media and news reporting? Give examples to illustrate your answer.

4. How does television define what is newsworthy? Explain where television finds its news stories and how they are presented to the American public.

5. Describe how the media shape public opinion. What are the consequences of the media's influence on public opinion?

6. What is the policy agenda? Who are the policy entrepreneurs and how do they utilize the media to get their issues on the policy agenda?

7. Explain how the news media affect the scope of government and American individualism. How have they helped and hindered the growth of democracy in the United States?
