LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After studying Chapter 7, you should be able to:

1. Describe the characteristics of the mass media today.

2. Explain the development of the print and broadcast media from a historical perspective.

3. Understand how news is found and reported by the media.

4. Describe how the news media affect public opinion.

5. Discuss what is meant by the concepts of policy agenda and policy entrepreneur and the media's importance to them.

6. Understand how the media affect the scope of government and the democratic process.

The following exercises will help you meet these objectives:

Objective 1: Describe the characteristics of the mass media today.

1. Explain the purpose of a media event.

2. List the seven principles of news management as practiced in the Reagan White

House.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Objective 2: Explain the development of the print media and the broadcast media from a

historical perspective.

1. Explain two media techniques used most effectively by President Franklin

Roosevelt.

1.

2.

2. What is meant by investigative journalism?

3. Explain the significance of the era of "yellow journalism," as it relates to the print media.

4. Explain how television affected the political career of Richard Nixon.

5. What effect did television have on the war in Vietnam?

6. Explain the three ways in which the Federal Communications Commission has regulated the airwaves.

1.

2.

3.

7. What impact has cable TV had on news reporting?

8. List four findings of the Columbia University’s Project for Excellence in

Journalism on cable news programming.

1.

2.

3.

4.

9. What makes news reporting on the Internet particularly different than news reporting on television?

10. Explain two consequences of private control of the media in the United States.

1.

2.

Objective 3: Understand how news is found and reported by the media.

1. Where does most news come from?

2. What is meant by a "sound bite" and what does it tell us about news coverage?

3. Explain how the news media tend to be biased.

Objective 4: Describe how the news media affect public opinion.

1. In the experiments by Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder, what effect did manipulating TV stories have on viewers?

2. Give examples of how the media have had an effect on how the public evaluates specific events.

Objective 5: Discuss what is meant by the concepts of policy agenda and policy entrepreneur, and the media's importance to them.

1. Define the term "policy agenda."

2. List five items in the policy entrepreneurs' "arsenal of weapons."

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Objective 6: Understand how the media affect the scope of government and the democratic process.

1. How do the media act as a "watchdog"?

2. What is the difference between the "information society" and the "informed society"?
