ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. What is demography, and why is it important to understanding political changes?  What demographic changes have occurred in the United States and what are their political and public policy consequences?

2. What is political socialization? What is the difference between formal and informal learning? Which do you think is most important and why? Give examples to support your answer.

3. Explain how public opinion is measured. What scientific techniques are used to measure public opinion? What are the arguments against public opinion polling?

4. Contrast the views of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton on the political sophistication of the American electorate. Be sure to include a discussion of political information and ideology in your answer. Based on the available evidence, defend one view over the other.

5. To what extent is ideology important in the United States? Explain the main differences between liberals and conservatives. What are the public's attitudes on the scope of government?

6. What are some of the ways in which people participate in politics? Compare conventional and unconventional participation. How do they affect policy in different ways?

7. Why is participation in America unequal? What are the political and policy implications of unequal participation?
